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Use of internet and technology in solving violent crimes
The murder of Lesandro Guzman “junior” by a gang due to mistaken identity is a good example of a violent crime solved using the internet (Minden, 2020). On June 20th, 2018, Lesandro intended to meet up with his friends at 10:30 p.m. (EDT). He was just 15 years old. Outside the apartment, Lesandro discovered the presence of four parked vehicles and became scared. He ran and sought refuge in a bodega at Bathgate Avenue. Guzman was hiding behind the counter, where the store owner who witnessed the crime had allowed him to. The hiding was not good enough. The gang spotted him, and one of the gang members dragged Lesandro outside where other gang members were. They stabbed him with large knives and machetes. In an attempt to seek help, the video showed how Guzman struggled to run east on 183rd Street towards St. Barnabas Hospital, just a few blocks away from where the incident occurred. He collapsed and died at the gate. The video also showed two police officers who allegedly offers no help to Guzman even though they were standing nearby. This incident was captured on CCTV video footage inside the shop. One of the residents on one of the building’s upper floors also took the video with his phone.
The murder was solved when a hashtag, #justiceforjunior, was created. The video footage went viral on social media platforms. The police tip lines received calls from witnesses and those who claimed to have identified the gang members. The suspects, four members of the Dominican gang Trinitario and their leader (Jonaiki Martinez Estrella, Manuel Rivera, Elvin Garcia, Jose Muniz, and Antonio Rodriguez Hernandez), were arrested and detained at Rikers Island in December 2018. On June 14th, 2019, they faced the trial and were convicted of first-degree murder.

Without using the internet (social media, Twitter and Instagram), I don’t think these crime would have been solved. The video that went viral shows the negligence and lack of seriousness in following the case (Sanburn, & Johnson, 2017). Hashtag, #justiceforjunior and calls from witnesses initiated the process of justice. The public interest developed in the case enhanced transparency and developed guilt among police officers. If the crime had happened in the old days, where the CCTV footage had not been established, and smartphones were still not available, I believe solving this murder crime would have taken years, and the process would have been faced with a lot of biasness. In the old days, the witness would have just described how the gang members involved in the crime looked like, leaving the police with a lot of difficulties locating them. The absence of wide media coverage, and limited internet usage, in the old days, would have contributed to injustice. And the people involved would have gone free.
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